Phishing Scam Reminder - Please be cautious with unexpected
emails, especially those asking for money or personal information.
Our pastors and staff will never ask for financial assistance by email.
If you receive something suspicious, don’t respond—just delete it.
And if you’re ever unsure, please contact the church office to check.

Growing Together: Fall Opportunities - Today, 10:00-10:30am,
Gathering Area - Want to grow in faith, connect with others, and dig
deeper into God’s Word this fall? Representatives from Columbia’s
many Bible-based study groups will be there to help you discover a
group that fits you.

Prayer Night - Wednesday, September 2, 6:00-7:30pm, Sanctuary
- Let’s pray together as we kick off the new school year. There wiill
be spaces to pray in small groups, individually, and for all of the
ministries at CPC. We will end in prayer together.

GriefShare - Wednesdays beginning September 2, 1:30-3:30pm,
Conference Room - A GriefShare support group is a safe, welcoming
place where people understand the difficult emotions of grief. We
will be looking into areas of grief styles, grief “ambushes,” significant
“firsts” one will encounter, and tracking one’s progress. Participants
may join anytime. Workbooks are $25. Register on Church Center.

Adult Choir - Thursdays beginning September 10, 7:00-8:45pm,
Sanctuary - Everyone who loves to sing is invited to join the Adult
Choir! No experience is necessary—just bring your love of singing.
The choir rehearses weekly and sings in the 9:00am traditional
worship service. We'd love to have you join us! Questions? Contact
Jeff Haagenson 360-694-7549 or jeff@columbiapresbyterian.org.

Women'’s Coffee Gathering - Friday, September 11, 10:00am-
12:00pm, Jebale Coffee at the Portal, 2007 E 12th St, Vancouver

- Join us for a relaxed time of community and conversation. Come
and go as your schedule allows. We are hoping that Feluine Fall of
Senegal will be able to join us. No registration needed.

Fall Fest 2026 - Volunteers & Desserts Needed! - Sunday, September
13, 10:30am-2:00pm, Main Church Parking Lot - We’ll welcome fall
and celebrate the formal installation of Pastor John Yu with one
combined outdoor worship service at 10:30am, followed by food,
games, crafts, and fellowship with our congregation and church
neighbors. We still need dessert bars, brownies, Rice Krispies treats,
and other goodies. To volunteer, contact John Van Dinter at jwvcav@
yahoo.com or 360-601-8411.

Wednesday Evening Women’s Bible Study - Beginning Wednesday,
September 16, 6:30-8:00pm, Room LL6 - This fall, explore the story
of Deborah, one of the Bible’s most unlikely and remarkable leaders.
Questions? Contact Alix Iverson at alixiverson@yahoo.com.

Friday Afternoon Women’s Bible Study - Beginning Friday,
September 18, 1:00-3:00pm, Chapel - Study the parables of
Jesus using Dallas Willard’s “The Scandal of the Kingdom.” Come
at 12:30pm with a sack lunch for extra fellowship. Childcare by
reservation beginning at 1:00pm. Questions? Mary Jensen at
marybirdjensen@gmail.com. Register on Church Center.

Senegal Go Team - Applications Due: Tuesday, September 15 -
Columbia will send a team to Senegal in late January/early February
to bring encouragement, strengthen relationships, and learn from our
Senegalese friends - including Feluine Fall who will be in Vancouver
in early September. Questions? Contact Mary Sisson at sissonrm@
gmail.com. Apply on Church Center.

Journey Class - Saturday, September 26, 9:00-11:00am, Chapel -

If you are new or want to learn more about this faith community,
please join us for Journey Class. This is a welcoming space to reflect
on your relationship with Jesus Christ and discover what life and
community here at Columbia Presbyterian Church looks like. Come,
hear the story, values, mission, and vision of Columbia, and explore if
Columbia may be your spiritual home. Register on Church Center.

Stepping Stones Volunteer Opportunities - 2nd & 4th Thursdays,
6-8:30pm, Fellowship Hall - Stepping Stones supports young adults
who became parents in their teens. Volunteers are needed to provide
child care, help with meals, or assist with preparation and cleanup.
Regular and occasional volunteers are welcome. Questions? Contact
Geo Plumberg at 503-329-6501 or geoplumberg@yahoo.com.

Youth Mental Health First Aid - Saturday, October 3, 9:00am-
4:00pm, Main Conference Room - Learn how to recognize

and respond to mental health and substance use challenges in
adolescents ages 12-18. Open to parents, caregivers, educators,

and any adults who support young people. Complimentary lunch
provided. Registration required by September 26 on Church Center.

High School Fall Retreat - September 25-27, Camp Tadmor in
Lebanon, OR. Register on Church Center.

In Sympathy:

* The Langsdorf/Johnson/Lacy families on the death of Jay
Langsdorf on August, 17. A service will be held Saturday, October
10 at 1:.00pm.

In Concern:

e Dorothy VanRiper - heart valve replacement on September 1
 Richard MacMinn - recovering from carotid artery surgery
e Bill Prastka - on hospice

 Linda Markee - recovering from open heart surgery

* Annie Reid - recovering from back surgery

* Russ Parker - health concerns

e Carla Groce - treatment for breast cancer

* Shae Sobottke - health concerns

e Joan Prastka - receiving care for dementia

e Jim Hudson - health concerns

e Kay Thorpe - health concerns

Scan the Church Center QR code for more information,
event registration, to give or to download the app.
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Welcome to Columbia -
We’re glad you’re here!

Visitors
If you'd like more information about
Columbia, please fill out a visitor card and
place it in the offering box.

Children’s Ministry
Nursery care is available at both services.
Children’s activity bags are available in the
back of the Sanctuary for those who wish
to remain in worship.

Worship Accessibility
Information on enhanced listening support,
and sermon translation into Spanish and
Korean, available at the Welcome Center.
Braille materials available upon request
from the church office.

Columbia Presbyterian Church
8715 St Helens Ave
Vancouver, WA 98664
360-694-7549
www.columbiapresbyterian.org

Circle of Friends Preschool
360-696-9926
www.cof-preschool.org



GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE

Garnet Hayes
Pastor Matt Overton

Prelude

Welcome

Call to Worship

Prayer of Adoration

Hymn #366

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Love divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
fix in us Thy humble dwelling;

all Thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, Thou art all compassion;
pure, unbounded love Thou art;
visit us with Thy salvation;

enter every trembling heart.

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit
into every troubled breast;

let us all in Thee inherit;

let us find the promised rest.

Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;

end of faith, as its beginning,

set our hearts at liberty.

Come, Almighty, to deliver;

let us all Thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never,
nevermore Thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
serve Thee as Thy hosts above,

pray, and praise Thee without ceasing,
glory in Thy perfect love.

Finish then Thy new creation;

pure and spotless let us be;

let us see Thy great salvation
perfectly restored in Thee:
changed from glory into glory,

till in heaven we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before Thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Prayer of Confession Pastor John Yu

Holy God, You call us to a passionate, all-consuming faith. Yet,
so frequently, we give You half-hearted obedience or distracted,
leftover moments of our time. You tell us that we are the salt of
the earth and the light of the world, but we find ourselves to be
dull and dim in our love for others. You ask for our wholehearted
faith, and we meet You with anxiety and fear. Change us from the
inside out. Fan into flame the desire to want more of You. We are
thankful for Your unending, never-changing love for us in Your Son,
Jesus Christ. We thank You for pursuing us when we turn our backs

on You. We place ourselves at Your feet, but ask that You keep us
there as we continue on in our daily living. Be with us now; be with
us tomorrow, and forevermore. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Assurance of Forgiveness
Gloria Patri #581
Passing the Peace

Leader: May the peace of Christ be with you.

People: And also with you.

The congregation confers peace on one another using the words:
“May the peace of Christ be with you.”

HEARING THE WORD

Children’s Message Tifny Mathena

“Open Our Eyes, Lord”

Open our eyes, Lord.

We want to see Jesus;

To reach out and touch Him
And say that we love Him.

Open our ears, Lord,
And help us to listen.
Open our eyes, Lord,

We want to see Jesus.
“Open Our Eyes, Lord,” words and music by Bob Cull. ©1986. Maranatha! Music. All Rights Reserved. CCLI #171048

Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Pastor John Yu

Scripture
Sermon

One Thing
“The Lord Is Not a Priority”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believein Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; He descended to the
dead. On the third day He rose again; He ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and He will come to
judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Life of Columbia

Giving our Tithes and Offerings
Instrumental Music

Doxology

BEING SENT INTO THE WORLD

Prayer of Dedication
Hymn #265
“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun

does its successive journeys run;

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more.

To Him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown His head;
His name, like sweet perfume, shall rise
with every morning sacrifice.

People and realms of every tongue
dwell on His love with sweetest song,
and infant voices shall proclaim

their early blessings on His name.

Blessings abound where’er He reigns:
the prisoners leap to loose their chains;
the weary find eternal rest,

and all who suffer want are blest.

Let every creature rise and bring
honors peculiar to our King;
angels descend with songs again,
and earth repeat the loud Amen!

Benediction

Postlude “Toccata Eroica”
(Edward Broughton)

Garnet Hayes



