
Advent Wreath Making & Dinner Event - For those who registered 
for the Advent Wreath Making Event & Dinner, we will see you this 
evening!

•	 5:45pm - Spaghetti Dinner in the Fellowship Hall 
•	 6:30pm - Wreath Making in the Gym (Don’t forget your gloves 

and clippers.)
•	 7:20pm - Wreath Blessing in the Sanctuary
*Reminder No High School Youth Group.

Giving Trees - We will begin our annual Giving Tree event today.
Please take a tag, write your name on the bottom portion, tear it off 
and leave it in the basket. Return your gift card or wrapped gift (with 
the tag attached) no later than Sunday, December 14. Also, consider 
donating food items, personal hygiene items and cleaning supplies 
through December 14. Donated items will be shared with local 
families including those at Stepping Stones, the Satellite Overflow 
Shelter at Immanuel Lutheran and children at Vancouver Public 
Schools. 

Advent Devotionals - Pick up a copy of this year’s Advent devotional 
“Darkness then Light” in the Gathering Area. There is also an Advent 
calendar for children.

Christmas Concert and Advent Festival - Next Sunday, December 7, 
will be a celebration of Christmas and Advent! Here is the rundown 
of the morning’s festivities:

•	 Sanctuary: 9:00am and 10:30am Christmas Concert during 
worship

•	 Gym: (beginning at 9:00am) Advent Festival crafts & photo booth
•	 Fellowship Hall: (beginning at 9:30am) Refreshments and food.
•	 There will be No Sunday school or adult classes.
Please participate by bringing a plate of Christmas cookies, or a 
fruit/veggie plate to share.  Plates can be brought to the Fellowship 
Hall when you arrive before each service.

Retirement Celebration - Join us on Sunday, December 21 as we 
thank Pastor Scott for his faithful service to Columbia. We will have 
a celebration beginning at 11:45am in the Gym with finger foods and 
beverages. If you would like to participate in a love gift, checks may 
be made payable to CPC with “Scott’s Retirement” on the memo line. 
Cards may also be sent to the church office.

Elder & Deacon Nominations - The Nominating Committee 
is seeking names of CPC members to consider for three-year 
terms as deacons and elders, which will start in May. You may 
nominate yourself or someone else (with their permission) by 
contacting Nominating Committee Chair, Andy Woodrow at                                 
awoodrow063@gmail.com or any other committee member. More 
details are in the Columbia Weekly. 
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 Welcome to Columbia -
We’re glad you’re here!

Visitors
If you’d like more information about 

Columbia, please fill out a visitor card and 
place it in the offering box.

Children’s Ministry
 Nursery care is available at 9:00AM & 
10:30AM for children birth - 2 years. 

Sunday school is available at 9:00AM & 
10:30AM for children ages PreK - 5th Grade. 
Children’s activity bags are available in the 
back of the Sanctuary for those who wish 

to remain in worship.

Worship Accessibility
Information on enhanced listening support 

available at the Welcome Center. Braille 
materials available upon request from the 

church office.

Columbia Presbyterian Church
8715 St Helens Ave

Vancouver, WA 98664
360-694-7549

www.columbiapresbyterian.org

Circle of Friends Preschool
360-696-9926

www.cof-preschool.org

Scan the Church Center QR code for more information, 
event registration, or to give.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS at COLUMBIA ANNOUNCEMENTS

In Concern:
•	 Bob Randolph - on hospice
•	 Susan Randolph - broken leg from a fall, dementia
•	 Shirley Waltz - recovering from Watchman heart procedure
•	 Judy Falk - healing from a broken arm following surgery
•	 Julie Mauk - recovering from spinal surgery
•	 Terry Healy - recovering from knee surgery
•	 Kris Collier - on hospice
•	 Carla Groce - treatment for breast cancer
•	 Bob Barnett - recovering from a broken hip
•	 Shae Sobottke - recovering from brain surgery
•	 Bob Weller - treatment for cancer
•	 Beth Burton - recovering from ankle surgery
•	 David Hammock - health concerns
•	 Nancy Frederick - recovering from a back compression fracture
•	 Todd Carroll - on hospice
•	 Hank Polete - vertigo
•	 Jeanene Polete - return of lung cancer
•	 Jim Hudson - health concerns and recuperation
•	 Kay Thorpe - ongoing health issues 

CPC CARES

Lessons in Carols with Father Rick Ganz - Long-time CPC friend, 
Father Rick Ganz, will present a 3-part class in Advent called 
“Lessons in Carols.” Save your Friday mornings for this wonderful 
examination of the history, theology, and poetry of some of hte 
most beloved Christmas carols, 10:00-11:30am in the Fellowship Hall, 
December 5, 12, 19.

Christmas Joy Offering PC(USA) - This offering distributes gifts 
equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities 
of color. The Assistance Program provides critical financial support 
to church workers and their families. Presbyterian-related schools 
and colleges provide education and leadership development while 
nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. Offering envelopes are available 
at the Welcome Desk for those who wish to contribute to this special 
offering. 

Volleyball Anyone? - Do you enjoy volleyball? We are looking to 
create at co-ed, all-age, volleyball night at Columbia. If you are 
interested, email Tami Calais, info@agingandchangecoach.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS



GATHERING IN GOD’S PRESENCE

Prelude	                                                                                              
Welcome                                                                                             
Call to Worship
Prayer of Adoration
Hymn #88 (v1,2,6,7)
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to Thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who orderest all things mightily:
To us the path of knowledge show;
And teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to Thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to Thee, O Israel.

O come, desire of nations, bind
All peoples in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strife, and discord cease;
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to Thee, O Israel.

Advent Candle Lighting                       John, Abby & Mikayla Schultz                                                                             
Responsive Reading
Leader:		  In this season of waiting for You, Lord, 
Congregation:	 we trust in Your goodness, 
			   we rely on Your mercy, 
			   we find shelter in Your steadfast love. 

Leader:		  In this season of waiting for You, Lord, 
Congregation:	 we walk in Your way, 
			   we follow in Your example of love, 
			   we keep our covenant promise. 

Leader:		  In this season of waiting for You, Lord, 
Congregation:	 forgive our sins, 
			   remember Your love, 
			   remember Your people everywhere. 

Leader:		  In this season of waiting for You, Lord, 
Congregation:	 we wait for Your salvation, 
			   we wait for Your leading, 
			   we wait for Your coming. 

All:			   Come, Lord Jesus, come.  Amen.
Gloria Patri #581
Passing the Peace

Leader:	  May the peace of Christ be with you.
People:	  And also with you.
The congregation confers peace on one another using the words: 
“May the peace of Christ be with you.”

HEARING THE WORD

Children’s Message                                                     Tifny Mathena
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” (v1)

O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant;
O come ye; O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come, and behold Him,
Born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him;
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ, the Lord!

Scripture                                                              Matthew 24:36-44
Sermon                                                              Pastor Matt Overton

A Truthful Advent

“Staying Awake during Advent”

CELEBRATING THE LORD’S SUPPER

Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Prayers of Intercession, Consecration, and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine 
is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Words of Institution and Serving the Elements
Thanksgiving after the Supper 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

Life of Columbia                                                                                   
Giving Our Tithes and Offerings
Choir Anthem                                                            “Keep Silence”

arr. John Helgen
Jeff Haagenson, Director

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descending, 
Comes our homage to demand.
King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth He stood;
Lord of lords in human vesture, in the body and the blood,
He will give to all the faithful His own self for heav’nly food.
“Keep Silence,” arr. John Helgen.©1998.  Neil A Kjos Music Company.  All Rights Reserved.  CCLI #171048

Doxology

BEING SENT INTO THE WORLD

Prayer of Dedication                                                 
Hymn #82                                           
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
Benediction     
Postlude                                       “Hark! The Hearald Angels Sing”

(Lani Smith)
Garnet Hayes


